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Basic Training - 1999 - 26 
Years old

Joined Maine Army 
National Guard 

31 Charlie - 
Communications 
Specialist 





Fort Drum New York in 
February 2004 - Cold very 
cold.

Lots of training. Long days. 
preparing for deployment. 
convoy training, mission 
operations, medical 
exams, shots, lots of 
shots!





Kuwait - Very Hot - Lots of 
sand

Not here long as I was part 
of the advance party.

Nothing to do! No 
missions. No internet! No 
equipment! 





Iraq is not all desert. We were in northern 
Iraq. In the city of Mosul. 

We did missions in Kurdistan on the 
Turkish border. 

We were a construction battalion.

Built runways, base fortifications, even 
built health clinics, and schools.

Even rescued a couple of pilots and 
pulled their helicopter out of the 
Euphrates river. 







My job was lots of reports and 
meetings! My office was 
responsible for the whole 
battalion (800 soldiers). Review 
intelligence reports and brief 
the commander. Track all 
missions and convoys. Maintain 
inventory of our B.O.M. yard. I 
even worked with local Iraqi 
nationals to supply our 
battalion.









I was a teacher when I deployed. I was gone 
for 18 months with pre-deployment, one 
year in Iraq, and post-deployment. 

Students from York Middle School sent me 
lots of care packages and even did a school 
supply drive for the Iraqi children. This is a 
school we built and I got to deliver the 
supplies my students had sent!

This was the day my two worlds as an 
educator and a soldier collided. This was a 
rewarding and a challenging day all at the 
same time for me. A day I will never forget.







Those are pictures of our shower 
facilities. You have one temperature - 
on - . Depending on when you 
showered it might be hot, cold, or 
somewhere in between! . 

We had to do our own laundry as 
well! You had to carry in the water to 
fill the washing machine! 

We used porta potties the whole 
year! 



This is the connex we lived in. Two 
men, set of bunk beds, and all your 
gear. This container is 8 feet wide 
and about 20 feet long! We were 
fortunate as the soldiers in 
Operation Iraqi Freedom 1 (soldiers 
before us) slept in tents all year.

We had to check our boots for 
scorpions and Camel Spiders every 
day!



I am no Forrest Gump but I did play 
some ping-pong! I am always up for a 
game if anyone wishes to play! 
Ping-pong and going to the gym were 
about the only forms of entertainment 
we had. 

We did have laptops and we all shared 
dvds that were floating around base. 
Not much of a selection though!

I also read more books than anytime in 
my life, including college! 





Say Thank You!

That is a picture of me returning to my home state of Maine!

A Veteran is someone who at some point made a commitment to 
their country by serving in the military. They never know what the 
extent of that commitment might be. 

Tomorrow and everyday if you ever meet a Veteran just say thank 
you for your service. They will appreciate it. Every Veteran made a  
sacrifice when they volunteered to serve their country. Some made 
the ultimate sacrifice, others had different sacrifices. 



Questions?

I am so glad I got to share my experience 
with you today. I hope you understand 
what it means to be a Veteran!  

Questions?


