
 

  

 

 

 
 
 

Thoughts from Dr. Benna 
Here’s hoping that everyone is hanging in there.  Even the uncertainty of days ahead and the frantic 
pace of making sense of the present, the folks at EES have been pouring their efforts into providing 
your kids with fun and meaningful remote learning experiences. 
 
I do anticipate, however, that as we move forward there will be adaptations to how teachers are 
providing kids with remote learning opportunities.  There are real differences in what can be 
considered developmentally appropriate learning and teaching practices in an elementary school – 
from little tykes in our Preschool all the way to Fifth Graders who are beginning to internalize and 
practice self-direction and autonomy.   
 
In as much this influences how teachers teach when students are at school, it impacts how teachers 
will structure and facilitate remote learning.  If you have more than one student at our school, 
please know that teachers and grade levels are making the best decisions possible.  The 
opportunities and expectations of a First Grader, for example, are likely to be different from those 
of Fourth Grader.   
 
We are thinking through and planning the transition from temporary to longer-range period of time 
for remote learning.  Within and across grade-levels we have started discussions about how to 
refine and make good curriculum choices in the days ahead.  We recognize that the pandemic has 
deep implications for the scope and sequence of our curriculum Preschool-Grade 5 no matter when 
kids return, whether it's in May or June or September.   
 
If nothing else...  Please know that we are and will continue to do our best.  We will make 
adjustments along the way and we'll be asking families to do the same.  What we are doing this 
week might be a little bit different than three weeks from now.  We ask for your patience as well all 
muddle our way forward. 
 
Be well!  Be safe!  Find moments for fun! 
 

Just for fun!  Unified Arts Bingo! 
Our Unified Arts teachers made two super-cool Bingo cards for kids and families to play together.  
(They are not an assignment…  They’re just for fun!) They’re found on the following pages of this 
edition of Cool News.   
 

 



 

  



  





 


